
Sen. Ann Rivers
Email: 
Ann.Rivers@leg.wa.gov

Website: 
SenatorAnnRivers.com

Olympia Phone: (360) 786-7634

Toll-Free: 1 (800) 562-6000

Olympia Address: 
103 Newhouse Building 
P.O. Box 40418 
Olympia, WA 98504-0418

Senate and other official committees:
• Health & Long-Term Care
• Ways & Means
• Labor, Commerce & Tribal Affairs
• Rules
•  Legislative Committee on Economic Development 

& International Relations
• Washington State Women’s Commission

Rep. Larry Hoff
Email: 
Larry.Hoff@leg.wa.gov

Website: 
RepresentativeLarryHoff.com

District Phone: (360) 419-5592

Toll-Free: 1 (800) 562-6000

Olympia Address: 
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P.O. Box 40600 
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House and other official  
committees:

•  Labor & Workplace Standards (Ranking Member)
•  Appropriations
•  College & Workforce Development
•  Legislative Ethics Board
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•  Joint Legislative Audit & Review Committee & 1-900 
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• Washington State Building Code Council
• Washington State Institute for Public Policy

Rep. Brandon Vick
Email: 
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Website: 
RepresentativeBrandonVick.com

District Phone: (564) 888-2271

Toll-Free: 1 (800) 562-6000

Olympia Address: 
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House and other official  
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•  Finance
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

While this year’s 60-day legislative session brought some progress, the partisanship and 
divisiveness associated with the “other Washington” was on full display in Olympia. 
We believe the COVID-related limits on the 2022 session, similar to 2021, contributed 
to disappointments and mistakes, because they let the majority avoid facing the very 
people who will be affected adversely by its decisions. 

Republicans began the 2022 session focused on lowering taxes and making life more 
affordable, protecting families and communities, holding state government and 
Governor Inslee accountable, and increasing transparency in our K-12 education system. 
Disappointingly, our reasonable proposals addressing these priorities were completely 
ignored by the majority. Too much time was spent addressing bad bills that passed last 
year, which took away from our opportunity to make inroads on these issues and others. 

Perhaps the biggest missed opportunity of session was the Legislature’s failure to pass 
meaningful tax relief. Despite the pandemic, lawmakers had a record $15 billion budget 
surplus to work with. Even so, majority budget writers decided to spend nearly every 
dime on growing the size and scope of government.

Speaking of the pandemic, we had hoped to finally see reforms of the law that dictates 
who makes major decisions during a state of emergency. In the end, however, nothing 
was done on this front.

The best thing that came out of this session was a bipartisan capital budget that will 
add millions for projects in the 18th District. It will also make additional investments in 
mental and behavioral health, water, sewer and broadband infrastructure, affordable 
housing, school seismic safety, and more.

Please keep reading for our assessment of the 2022 session, which ended March 10. If 
you have questions or concerns to share with us, please call, send an email or write a 
letter using the contact information and website addresses on this page. 

Thank you for allowing us to serve you.

Lawmakers still on sidelines during state of emergency
Near the end of our session, the governor’s COVID state of emergency entered 
its third year. Only a few days later, the majority party pulled the plug on its own 
emergency-powers bill, which would have made no practical change in the law – 
then tried, bizarrely, to blame its failure on House Republicans!

Republicans offered bipartisan legislation in 2021 and again this year to update the 
1969 law that gives the governor a tremendous amount of authority during a state 
of emergency. We believe legislators should have the power to end a declaration of 
emergency, but it’s more important that our branch have the authority to end any of 
the emergency orders handed down – not just some, as is now the case. 

Our Democratic colleagues clearly seem afraid to impose meaningful checks 
and balances on the governor’s power. That’s why legislators have largely 
been kept on the sidelines throughout this perpetual state of emergency, 
and prevented from intervening against gubernatorial orders that clearly 
hurt children, families and employers. This needs to be fixed in 2023.
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No tax relief for families despite  
record budget surplus
One of the top things on this session’s to-do list was to 
reopen the 2021-23 state operating budget and make 
adjustments based on changing priorities and needs. We 
recognize how families in our district and across the state 
are needing to deal with a higher cost of living, due to 

record gas prices and inflation 
being at a 40-year high. That’s 
why we supported using part of 
state government’s astounding 
$15 billion budget surplus to 
provide significant tax relief this 
year. 

The Republican proposals we supported included: a 
permanent property-tax exemption; a sales-tax cut; 
a temporary suspension of the state gas tax; and tax 
reductions for manufacturing and trucking, to address 
supply-chain issues and promote good family-wage jobs. 
Unfortunately, our Democratic colleagues refused to allow 
a vote on any of those, and even let Sen. Rivers’ diaper-
tax exemption bill fail after it sailed through the Senate. 
Instead, they spent three-fourths of the surplus toward 
making government even larger, and put the remainder 
in an account that isn’t protected, unlike the rainy-day 
fund. We could not support the supplemental budget 
because of these misguided decisions, which squandered a 
generational opportunity to address affordability concerns 
across our state.

While the supplemental operating budget was partisan, 
the supplemental capital budget – which funds public 
construction projects and other investments – was 
developed by legislators from both parties, and earned 
unanimous approval. It adds more than $5 million for four 
projects around the 18th District (two in Ridgefield, one in 
Battle Ground and one at the Port of Camas-Washougal), 
on top of the $70 million of local investments in the capital 
budget approved in 2021. 

The supplemental transportation budget passed this year 
updates the allocation of revenue from the state gas tax, 
license tabs and other sources, which go toward a range of 
transportation infrastructure and operations, and fund the 
Department of Transportation and the Washington State 
Patrol. These budget adjustments also were a bipartisan 
product and received overwhelming support in both 
chambers. 

New transportation package leaves 
most of Washington behind
The Connecting Washington transportation package 
received tremendous bipartisan support in 2015 because 
its “one Washington” approach supported projects in all 
corners of our state. The $17 billion, 16-year transportation 
package forced through by Democrats this year (separately 
from the supplemental transportation budget, which was 
bipartisan) is the total opposite. They call it the “Move 
Ahead” package, yet the list of projects it supports leaves 
so much of our state behind.

We know the Puget Sound area has real transportation 
needs, but so does our legislative district. It isn’t equitable 
for vehicle owners and drivers locally and statewide 
to pay billions more for basics like license plates and 
driver’s licenses only to see the money go toward projects 
focused on the Puget Sound area. The package also 
relies on funding from climate policies passed by the 
majority in 2021 that will act like a gas-tax increase. 
Republicans proposed a way to secure even more funding 
for transportation without raising a single fee or tax. The 
majority didn’t listen.

Also, no one should trust that this costly new package 
will truly invest $1 billion toward a replacement I-5 bridge 
over the Columbia River. That was part of the majority’s 
sales pitch, but the legislation detailing the project list 
(Senate Bill 5975) says only that the 
Legislature “intends” to provide 
that money sometime in the next 
16 years. We’ll believe the money is 
coming when we see it. 
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From Senator Rivers: 
It seemed Senate Bill 5309, my bill to make diapers tax-free, would be the most significant tax 
relief approved in Olympia this year – putting around $35 million annually back in the pockets 
of purchasers. Then, although the bill won unanimous support in the Senate and the tax relief 
was included in the Senate budget, it disappeared from the final budget. That’s unbelievable, 
when there was a $15 billion budget surplus! And it didn’t just happen to fiscal bills. Senate Bill 
5723, my legislation to increase diversity in clinical trials – which should lead to better medica-
tions – passed unanimously in the Senate but sank in the House. What do the Democrats have 
against diversity? 
It was gratifying to see the easy passage of bills I co-sponsored (Senate Bill 5790, Senate Bill 
5819) to make incremental progress on behalf of our neighbors with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities. I wish there had been support for more. Also, I appreciated the unanimous 
passage of my bipartisan bill on evaluating our state’s response to heart disease and stroke, 
Washington’s leading cause of mortality (Senate Bill 5821, signed March 11 by the governor); 
it’s part of my continuing effort to improve access to health care, especially in rural areas. 

  Rep. Vick: “Thank you for  
allowing me to serve”

I’ve always viewed elected office as a public service, not a 
career path, and I believe it’s time for me to transition back 
into the private sector and let someone else take the reins.

Serving as a state representative has truly been an honor and 
privilege. I have made it my goal from day one to champion 
small business and provide every company and individual 
the opportunity to be economically successful in the state 
of Washington, including with my final bill, signed by the 
governor this year. House Bill 1874 will facilitate the process 
for people with criminal histories to determine whether that 
history would disqualify them from obtaining a professional 
license administered by the Department of Licensing before 
they apply.

There have been many challenges in the last 10 years, but 
I have always worked on behalf of the people in my district 
to make their lives better. I will miss these associations, but 
now is the right time to 
focus on other things, 
including my family. 
While I am not exactly 
sure what the next 
phase in life will bring, 
being close to home and 
important life events is 
my top priority. Thank you 
for believing in me and 
allowing me to serve!

Rep. Hoff: “I am deeply honored to 
have had this opportunity” 

Shortly following the end of this year’s session, I announced 
that I would not be seeking reelection to the Washington 
State House of Representatives in November. 

From day one, I have 
striven to bring common 
sense to Olympia, 
fighting hard against 
onerous regulations 
while advocating for 
policies to help keep 
our state competitive, 
grow jobs, revitalize 
struggling communities, and encourage entrepreneurship 
and innovation. I have made it my mission to be a champion 
for taxpayers, small business owners, outdoorsmen, farmers 
and ranchers, and all of Southwest Washington.

I am deeply honored to have had this opportunity to 
represent and serve the community I have called home for 
more than 40 years. I will continue to do so until my last day 
in office, but it will soon be time for someone else to take 
my place. To that person, I say: To be successful in this job, 
you must be fully committed to public service. While there 
will be long days and even longer nights, serving in the 
Legislature is incredibly rewarding when you put in the time 
and effort. To all of you, I say: Thank you. It has been  
a privilege.
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In 2021 our majority colleagues imposed sweeping restrictions on law-enforcement agencies and 
officers. The new limits involved the use of force when detaining people, the pursuit of suspects, and 
more. We knew what led to those decisions, but predicted the changes would backfire. Sure enough, 
the consequences began making headlines as soon as the limits took effect last summer.

This session there was little bipartisan action to correct the problems created last year. House Bill 
2037, which clarifies how officers may detain people, passed only because of Republican votes. We 
were disappointed that Democrats left other controversial policies in place – especially the restrictions 
on vehicle pursuits that make life easier for 
those who steal cars, or catalytic converters, 
or flee after committing other crimes. 

Also, Washington ranks dead last nationally 
in the number of law-enforcement officers 
per capita, but Republican legislation to help 
communities hire more officers went ignored.

The pendulum has swung too far in favor of 
those with criminal intent. Legislators need 
to fix that, so people can feel safe again.

Public-safety 
concerns  
still need  
legislative  
attention


